Overdose Death
Scene Investigation

The Medicolegal Death Investigator and the
Investigation



Paged to the Scene: 1045

* 22-year-old female
* Foundin bedroom

* Not breathing not responding
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Arrival on Scene: 1047

Personnel Present: Goals:
First Responders |dentification
Law Enforcement Next of Kin
EMS Cause | Manner of Death determination
Fire Department Timeline: LKA | TOD
Decedent’s Roommate Decedent’s: Medical | Social | Psychological
history
Lauren

Evidence: Identification | Management

Decedent’s Father Identify any changes made to the scene

Charles but goes by Charlie

Page Arrive Exam

@ O—0O



Scene Investigation: 1100

Evidence of:
Naloxone
Needles
Straws
Burnt pipes
Lighters
Rolled up bills
Tourniquet
Other evidence
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WARNING

This gallery contains graphic
Images that some viewers
may find disturbing



Exam of the
Decedent: 1115

Evidence:

Foam Cone

Nontherapeutic Needle Marks
Rigor/Algor/Livor/Pallor Mortis
Cutis Anserina

Tache Noir

Vomitus

Incontinence

Scars




Signhs of Chronic Opioid
Use (Heroin)

https://www.physio-pedia.com/
Cellulitis#t/media/File:Classic_celulitis.PNG

https://modernrecoveryservices.com/conditions/a
ddiction/substances/opioids/heroin/before-and-
after-addiction/

Aged 22 years

Aged 29 years Aged 31 years


https://modernrecoveryservices.com/conditions/addiction/substances/opioids/heroin/before-and-after-addiction/
https://modernrecoveryservices.com/conditions/addiction/substances/opioids/heroin/before-and-after-addiction/
https://modernrecoveryservices.com/conditions/addiction/substances/opioids/heroin/before-and-after-addiction/
https://www.physio-pedia.com/

* Tattoos * Tongue
Flndlng OpIOId * Foot/Toes * Neck

Injection Sites  ° Groin (penis) * Inner thigh
* Axillae (armpit) « Wrist/Fingers



Closing the Scene: 1130

Considerations: Considerations if Next of Kin is hot on scene:

* Provide Charlie the information for
next steps .

* Allow time for questions *
* |nvolve the Victim’s Services Unit

e Cultural Considerations
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Ensure the correct next of kin is identified
Notify in person
Provide a synopsis of circumstances

Provide information about location of the
decedent’s body

Provide contact information for the MEO
Approach to notification is care, compassion,
professionalism, and accuracy

Exam
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